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The somewhat unique nature of the book and the rather complex German title sug-
gest that listing the contents would be the best way to introduce the contents of the
volume; also, the paging should indicate the extent of treatment given to various topics
and subtopics.
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Included in the 227 page volume are 149 references, 13 tables, 131 illustrations, 84
gas chromatograms, and 56 infrared spectra. The author of the book, Dr. Klaus Dieter
Pohl, is the head of the Chemical-Toxicological and Criminalistics Lab of the Institute
for Legal Medicine of the University of Freiburg.

Most of the information presented in this volume is based on work less than a dozen
years old and as such, in the reviewer’s opinion, represents a new generation of knowl-
edge and a landmark in criminalistics-related publications.

The format of the book is somewhat unusual insofar that a great variety of techniques
is applied to a very limited field, although this by no means excludes other applica-
tions. For example, the excellent section on fabrics and fibers has relevance to rape
cases, that on gasoline and motor oil to arson investigations, and so on. The carefully
categorized methods and procedures are in ‘““recipe’ form, which is certainly helpful to
a busy criminalist who usually has no time or inclination to extract specifics from
general information.
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On reading the volume, one gets the impression that there is hardly a subsection in
which the author either has contributed himself or has checked and critically evaluated
the work of others. This often results in a description of referenced procedures listing
pros and cons and a suggestion of an optimum method in terms of ease of applica-
tion, sensitivity, and specificity.

There is an aspect which at a first glance may appear somewhat redundant—the
application of the whole spectrum of morphological, chemical, physicochemical, and
physical techniques on every possible item found on a scene. For example, gas
chromatographic applications are described in some half a dozen subsections. However,
if one considers that a lab worker is usually not an expert in gas chromatography, one
can appreciate that a detailed description of experimental parameters for the different
materials examined relieves the analyst of the need to optimize those parameters him-
self,

There are some potentially useful techniques, such as a rather complex chemical
analysis of coloring compounds of synthetic textiles which may have limited value in
routine applications. Another example is an impressive examination of motor oil
including detergents, oxidation inhibitors, viscosity improvers, rust inhibitors, and
other substances. However, this is in line with the author’s penchant for a detdiled
completeness and the effort to condense material from a wide variety of sources into
a conveniently accessible volume.

If there is anything to criticize, it is the quite complex language. Seven-line sentences
are not uncommon. Incidentally, the reviewer, a non-German who received part of his
education in Germany, found it very frustrating that complex sentences with beautiful
syntactic construction had precedence over clarity. Because of this and, moreover,
because of the wealth of detailed and well-organized information, this reviewer recom-
mends that the volume should be translated into English. This would result in a wider
circulation which the book richly deserves and the crime lab practitioners need.



